REMARKS 

This application has been reviewed in light of the Office Action mailed May 2, 2007. 
Reconsideration of this application in view of the below remarks is respectfully requested. 
Claims 1 - 1 7 and 19 - 26 are pending in the application with Claims 1, 10, 22 and 23 being in 
independent form. 

I. Rejection of Claims 1 - 5, 7 - 11, 14, 19 and 22 - 25 Under 35 ILS.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1 - 5, 7 - 1 1, 14, 19 and 22 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
obvious over U.S. Patent No. 6,384,724 issued to Landais (hereinafter, "Landais") in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,741,324 issued to Kim (hereinafter, "Kim"). 

Regarding Landais, the Examiner concedes that Landais fails to disclose or suggest at 
least one of a rescue alert light and a directional light for indicating a direction to the designated 
emergency exit, as recited in Claims 1, 10, 22 and 23. 

Moreover, contrary to the Examiner's assertion, Kim fails to overcome the deficiency in 
Landais. Specifically, Kim discloses an illuminated exit sign with downward facing lights so that 
an exit door is adequately illuminated in the case where the room or hallway may be smoke- 
filled. 

The Kim apparatus does not provide a rescue alert light as recited in Applicants' claims 
since the emergency exit sign disclosed in Kim does not notify a first responder of a probable 
location of a person in need of rescue. Rather the emergency light merely provides a stronger 
light for indicating the location of the exit sign, i.e., combo unit 10. 

Regarding the directional lights 52, 54, these lights are positioned to face downward so 
that when the combo unit 10 is placed over an emergency exit, the lights 52 and 54 illuminate the 
exit door. These lights 52, 54 do not provide any sort of indication to a person regarding the 



-2- 



H:\work\l 645\1 6885\Amend\l 6885.am7.doc 



direction to an emergency exit. Because the Kim combo unit 10 is disclosed as being placed over 
an emergency exit, none of the disclosed lights would indicate a direction to a designated 
emergency exit. 

Indicating a location of an emergency exit is not the same as indicating a direction to the 
emergency exit. Location and direction are entirely different from one another and cannot be 
interchanged. For example, suppose someone in a house is looking for the emergency exit, 
providing the location of the exit as being in the kitchen would not be of much help to a person 
that may be disoriented or blinded by the smoke in a fire. On the other hand, saying that the exit 
is to the right, provides a direction relevant only from a particular position, and useful to the 
person regardless of whether the person is disoriented or not. In the case of Kim, only a location 
of an emergency exit is provided, not a direction to the emergency exit. As such, only someone 
who is already facing the emergency exit would see the light emitted by the combo unit 10 of 
Kim. 

Therefore, for at least the reasons provided above, Landais and Kim, taken alone or in any 
proper combination, fail to disclose or suggest Applicants' claimed invention as recited in 
independent Claims 1, 10, 22 and 23. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of 
the rejection with respect to Claims 1 - 5, 7 - 1 1, 14, 19 and 22 - 25 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over 
Landais in view of Kim. 
II. Rejection of Claims 15, 16, 20 and 21 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 15, 16, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over 
Landais in view of Kim and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,596,478 issued to Oyagi et al. 
(hereinafter, "Oyagi et al."). 
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Oyagi fails to properly overcome the deficiencies identified above in Kim and Landais. 
Specifically, Oyagi et al. fails to disclose or suggest "at least one of a rescue alert light and a 
directional light for indicating a direction to an exit". 

Therefore, Landais, Kim and Oyagi et al., taken alone or in any proper combination, fail 
to disclose or suggest "at least one of a rescue alert light and a directional light for indicating a 
direction to an exit" as recited in Applicants' independent Claim 10. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection with respect to Claims 15, 16, 20 and 21 under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Landais in view of Kim and further in view of Oyagi. 
III. Rejection of Claims 6 and 13 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over Landais 
in view of Kim and farther in view of NPL Tot Finder decals (hereinafter, "Tot Finder"). Claims 
6 and 1 3 depend from independent Claims 1 and 1 0, and thus include all the limitations recited 
therein by those independent claims. 

Tot Finder discloses a decal that is placed on a window and visible from the exterior of a 
residence to indicate the likely location of a child in case of a fire or other emergency to expedite 
the location of persons in a residence by emergency response personnel. However, Tot Finder 
does not provide any disclosure or suggestion of including "at least one of a rescue alert light and 
a directional light for indicating a direction to an exit" as recited in independent Claims 1 and 10. 

Thus, inasmuch as none of the references disclose "at least one of a rescue alert light and 
a directional light for indicating a direction to an exit", the combination of Landais, Kim and Tot 
Finder fails to disclose these features, as well. 

Therefore, for at least the reasons provided above, Claims 6 and 13 are believed to be 
allowable over the prior art references. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal 
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of the rejection with respect to Claims 6 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Landais in view of 
Kim and further in view of Tot Finder. 
IV. Rejection of Claims 12 and 16 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 12 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over Landais 
in view of Kim and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,222,455 issued to Kaiser (hereinafter, 
"Kaiser"). Claims 12 and 26 depend from independent Claims 10 and 23, and thus include all the 
limitations recited therein by those independent claims. 

Kaiser discloses a smoke detector and signal device that is attachable to an interior 
doorknob or window of a room. The Kaiser disclosed smoke detector provides a lighted signal to 
a room occupant of the precise location of the door, when the device is attached to the doorknob. 
However, Kaiser does not overcome the inadequacies of Landais or Kim. More specifically, 
Kaiser does not disclose "at least one of a rescue alert light and a directional light for indicating a 
direction to an exit", as recited in independent Claims 10 and 23. 

Thus, inasmuch as none of the references disclose "at least one of a rescue alert light and 
a directional light for indicating a direction to an exit", the combination of Landais, Kim and 
Kaiser fails to disclose these features, as well. 

Therefore, since Kaiser fails to overcome the above-identified deficiencies in Landais and 
Kim, Claims 12 and 26 are believed to be allowable over the cited prior art references for at least 
the reasons provided above. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the 
rejection with respect to Claims 12 and 26 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Landais in view of Kim 
and further in view of Kaiser. 
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CONCLUSIONS 



In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that all 
claims presently pending in the application, namely, Claims 1-17 and 19-26 are believed to be 
in condition for allowance and patentably distinguishable over the art of record. 

If the Examiner should have any questions concerning this communication or feels that an 
interview would be helpful, the Examiner is requested to call Applicant's undersigned attorney at 
the number indicated below. 



SCULLY, SCOTT, MURPHY & PRESSER, P.C. 
400 Garden City Plaza - Ste. 300 
Garden City, New York 1 1530 
(516) 742-4343 

PJE:DAT:jam 
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